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627 underground newspapers 


Ne ew youth 


By Campbell Watson 


BerKkeLey, Calif, 

The underground press now 
numbers hundreds of publica- 
tions with a distribution in ex 


cess of three million beeause it, 


fills a vacuum left by the estab- 
lishment newspapers. 

It will continue as long as 
publishers fail to meet the need 
of today's youth, said two joum 
nalism education investigators 
in a report to the CNPA News- 
paper Workshop here September 
11-12, 

It is the creation basically of 
young people who are visually 
oriented and who realize that 
graphics express emotion, It per- 
forms important. services in some 
areas. All underground papers 
are not obscene, they added, 


Double base 


These papers were established 
“because of conditions in soci- 
ety, as the establishment press 
left a vacuum,” said Robert 
Glessing of California’s Canada 
College Journalism faculty. 

Their circulation is three 
times the million distribution of 
the college press, said the edu- 


“* eator whose book, The Under- 


ground Press in America, is 
scheduled for publication next 
Spring. 

Glessing, who interviewed 380 
underground presx editors nace 
cross the country in dovelopiny 
his volume, listy the Villega 
Voice us the largest. He credits 
this with 13,000 paid purchasers, 
$140,000 a week in revenues and 
ad-loaded. editions which run to 
72 tabloid pages, 

Paul Slater, graduate Jour- 
nalism student at the Univers-. 
ity of California here who has 
just completed his master’s 
thesis on this subject, reports 


. 627 underground papers. 


Shifting Vist 


While many small papers 
come and go, a dozen are sig- 
nificant, Slater told the meeting 
headed by Eric Colby, Terra 
Linda (Calif.) News. One is an 
Audit Bureau of Circulations 
member, he reported. This is the 
Los Angeles I'ree Press, estab- 
lished in 1964, one year before 
the Berivlsy Barb. 

Underground press papers as 


' a whole are hippie, psychedelic 


and political, Its members want 
tw be politically involved and 
in that sense are political, he 
declares, 

Those who call thernselves 
members of the alternative press 
use their own news network, 
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press laid 


work without press passes and 
shun press conferences, They 
tend to differ from the over. 
ground press in objectivity, faix- 
ness and obscenity, it was ad- 
mitted. 


Seck voids 


The self-styled members of 
the fifth estate seek to penctrate 
voids they see in establishraent 
newspapers, They often perform 
without regard for safety, Slater 
said, 

A San Diego Free Press re- 
porter flashed his passport as 
identification to Sceret Service 
guards to cover President 
Nixon's visit to Camp Pendleton, 
he reported. The security ofti- 
cers did not notice the pistol- 
grip camera he carried in his 
back’ pocket, according to 
Slater, - 

Not all of the fifth estate pro- 
duct is four-letter trivia, he 
said, A Santa Barbara (Calif.) 
Probe's ‘report of hospital dis- 
crimination, frequent investiga- 
tions of the community power 
structure by the Peninsula Ob- 
server, published near San 
Francisco, and the Berkeley 
Barb’s expose of “a million dol- 
lay mansion” project for the 
‘University of California pyresi- 
dent wera listed 


later joined Glassing in ovals « 


ualings tho purpose fulness of the 
altornate prass. Rejecting the 
charge that these are tourist 
papers which was aired at the 
ALJ convention here, he ob- 
served: “As you publishers 
know for whom they write, so 


do they.” (See E&P Sept. 6). 


Yive-year move 


Since 1964 the underground 
press has been interesting and 
has proven valuable in. giving 
insight into our society, accord- 
ing to Slater, 

The underground press is 
something for historians to look 
back on to see what a disen- 
chanted, alienated era this was, 
Slater believes, Since i664 it- 


has been interesting and has . 


proven valuable in giving in- 
sight into society, i. vaid, 

The technical advantages of 
offset have enabled this return 
to the cra of quickly-established 
Newspapers. Willam = Alicn 
White thouht this period when 
“a printer won a shbrtetail of 
type” could establish oa 


Ke vacuum 


press could be ‘converted to off- 
sect for $26, He also pointed out 
that the overground press prints 
25 underground papers in San 
Francisco alone. 


Pablisher view 


This also is a revival of the 
yellow journalism of Horace 
Greeley’s day, publishers 
charged in the question period. 
They asked if they could publish 
such obscenity and remain in 
business, 

Underground publishers wish 


to reflect something not found in- 


the vernacular or honkey press, 
have added Advertising to their 
resources since 1966 and have 
upped circulations, the question- 
ers were told. A few now fore- 
see entries into television and 
movies, 

“You created the vacuum, 
Why don’t you do something 
about it, such as providing an 
outlet by printing letters for 
youth,” the panelists submitted. 

Establishment press publish- 
ers also “ean turn youth on the 
graphies,” said Glessing. He re- 
ferred to special art displayed in 


large space and the San Pran-" 


cisco Oracle's use of six to eight 
colors by using split se toon- 


taina. 
Policles vary q 


‘Two youne pvog from ‘the met. 


‘vopolitan field displayed modern» 


ized weekly newspapers which 
they have adapted to the special 
.necds of their separate com- 
munities, 

William A, Drake, who be- 
came editor of the’ Pacific 
(Calif.) Tribune from * United 
Press, covers community police 
news and little league sports in- 
tensely. The Tribune puts great 
store on obits, ; 

Steve McNamara, former San 
Iranciaceo Ixaminer Sunday 
magazine editor who became San 
Rafael (Calif.) Pacific Sun pub- 
lishev in 1967, shuils sports and 
woadiries. We doesnot believe 
names :..°. aews. " t 

The Vacike Sun Hkes to de- 
vote itseif to stories: of contin- 
uing value and offers reports on 
government, politics and drugs. 
Contending with the daily San 
Rafael Independent-Journal’s 


full news coverage, the. Sun uses ~ 
big spreads on things the com.’ 


munity will remember. 


we Lets on, Ca wp bell 
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Gx Ut) Tribune publisher, Vad 
the “cahop of his opposition 
to the national press council pro- 
posal presented here during 
sessions of journalism teachers. 

A national council poses the 
problern of who is competent for 
merabership, he declared, add« 
ing: “I’m not sure it would work 
and I don’t think you want a 
British Press Council plan.” 

A local press council can he 
of benefit if a newspaper has 
problems, he submitted. The 
Tribune was one of the papers 
holding a local council under the 
direction of Stanford’s Dr, Wil- 
liam Rivers, who presented the 
national pian to AKJ. 

“You have to work at the 
local council plan to make it 
work,” Spangler warned, 


Aquarius era 
Printing’s “turn-on” in this 
age of Aquarius capabilities also 
were underscored in a workshop 
session on newspaper design and 


format, when Mel Warenback, 


graphic arts designer and pro- 
motion director, Kaiser Tele- 
vision, declared this is an era 
where feelings rather than facts 
have greatest impact. 

There are times when print 
advertising will not sell because 
of self-imposed regulations, Yet 
television advertisers use 60- 
second and even 80-second spots 
effectively, he said, warning that 
“people who can absorb a total 
concept in 80 seconds will be- 
come impatient with you” in 
facing a full page of print. 

Offset publishers have been 
liherated from their marriage 
with tradition, If they do not 
find tine to improve their 
papers the reader will not take 
time to read, warned Joseph 
Holton of Holton Typography, 
San Francisco. 

Howard Taylor, editorial con- 
sultant for Copley Press and 
make: oP. columnist for E&P, de- 

-c would argue against 


ie. UCHCS. 
oi rm impedes reading, why 
use it >... newspapers,” he sub- 


mitted. Ocd designs and compli- 
eated drawings draw the eyes 
away from texts, straight mat- 
ter, clash, and are ink traps, 
Taylor said. 

In comparison, Taylor re-_ 
ported on the widely researched 
and hishiy promoted page de- 
signs oz shieago Today. He also 
bespoke ihe creation of instant 
white space, and ae use of 


es heads. 


aye 
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because of costly equipment re- 
quirements, 
Glessing said a small printing 


‘Newspapers 


Raymond Spangler, Peninsula : 
Incorporated | of- . 


